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Aas Excellency Claude, Louis, Francois, Regaing Count de 
_ GUERCHY. 


Marquis of Nangis, Viſcount of Fountenay-Le-Marmion, Knight of the 
Orders of the moſt Chriſtian King, Lieutenant General of his Armies, 
Colonel-Lieutenant of his Regiment of Infantry, Governor of the City 
and Caſtle of Huninge, and his Ambaſſador Erima to His Bri- 
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tannic Majeſty. -1.;-1 

| BY THE ORR I 
. Noble Charles, Genevieve, Louis, Auguſtus, Cæſar, Andr ew, 7 
Timotheus, D' EON de Beaumont, 2. 3 4 | 


; Doctor of Civil and Canon Law, Advocate of the Parliament of Paris, 
Captain of Dragoons, Royal Licenſer of Hiſtory and Belle-letters, En- 
| voy at Ruſſia with the Chevalier Douglas for the re- union of the two 
Courts, afterwards Secretary to the Ambaſſy of France to Her Majeſty. I 
8 ELIZABETH Empreſs of all the Ruſſias, Aid-de- carp to the Mars 
tmuhal Duke and Count de Broglio, Secretary to the Ambaffy of ! 
to England for the concluding of the Peace, Knight of the royal and 
military Order of St. Lewis, Reſident, and at laſt MinisTER PEER xt 
NIPOTENTIARY FROM THE KING ro RIS MAJESTY | Fun 45 


** 
G T's 
KING or GREA BRIT AIN. F< 
4 Vp b 1 3 
. <A n n > 8 * 2 1 2 2 
| L O N D O N: oo 


| Printed and fl by 1 r in Martin- Lane, near [+ 
_ be . Iris Two — ak "IE „ 1 4 


* 9 
he n As. 1 Wo - ” * 
PET” = A = . — * 2 act = - 7 - ** — 
w_ = 27 woo IH F 5 . y = _ — r 9 - 2 2 Cn 
og 2 — * * A IF ; 3 . 4 > — " * 
* * 2 % 4 "II 
3 . 7 = 
* — AE 
» . A 9 
i 
- 
- 
* 
9 = 
- p p Nn 
» 1 ag 
n * * f » * 
1 
- bs FE . „ 
. 
* . * 5 
* * * 1 
m7 6 a 
: 0 5 1 
. * | * 4 - - : 
” — 1 
» 7 
* . 
> 7 1 & 4 0 . ' | 
.- bs. * 4 
* 7 * w 6 
1 9 * — — 27 f o 
* * * * 
- * 4 4 . G 7 
= * 
- 8 2 of i * 
* 7 3 6 . 
1 _ * * ** ” — 
1 - £ : 
= * - « 
F & * 
» 6 - 
x \ , * *} * * 3 
. * — « * 
- * - * * 1 my * - 
* 
i as > I . N — * 
_ * 2 8 
7 + 1 I 
- . 5 4 
* be , = of » 
- , 0 . * —_ * p 1 
3 20 L , * 
* » 
_ : ® : : - # — * f * ey 
y - ” 1 — < ' 
+ 5 — Py . — _ 
* 4 —_ * * 3 1 1 Ly $ * * n 1 
. 4s, * * = » 5 * * 
* Y — 21 — — * —_— 
& . #4 4 1 — : 
on —_ = * ay ” 4 8 no * * - £ 
— — 4 4 4 
a 6 4 — 
8 £% < ; 7 | 
LY o | | a 4 8 7 N . * : | - 
* - 5 «  @ — 4 * 
* 4 a L * - 
* * W A 9 ' . , 
| 7 , = | 
* * . 
oy - 9 od * 
1 = 
ad b * i 4 — th. - * 
=_ — . TS 4 , . " . : P 
4 « 5 
* . — , . W. 1 d ö 
5 * * n . 1 5 
, R i > a5, p 6 * _— 
1 — \ 8 2 |, | 4 ; # e 4 
4 — fn , \ : S | 
» . ' p PER % a N - ; 4 
* 7 * we * 2 
- 4 - * 
* . g " L 
C ah «4 * 1 5 * 4 4 * b, E 
. * - * 
* * 1 at 
4 * 2 4 
* 0 # * 3 
. * 
. . 
« 1 
V 4 
k a E * 
at 925 ? , Ws : 
Ly * * * y + 4 
* 1 
by _ , ö 
| - 3 8 8 g 
— . * 1 
: * * * * 4 . 
7 od N . b , 4 
© 4 * Z 
'L a * 
— 5 — k o 
* 
Fe + % . A 1 
” 
* 
” * * 
» * = 
' . . — 4 
5 
* # 
. . | # . ; 
* * 
- 
, * - 
= . — 7 
4 ; 
* » 
« , . 
7 . 
x * - - 
. s 
* 
- - 0 A I 
, * o o 
S + wr o „ 
* . p * 
* * 
7 
2 2. 1 : 
k : . 4 
_ - * * * 8 . < 
* 
& £ 7 - * 
+ F 7 — o A — of 
- 1 0 : 1 0 * | 
* 
0 * LY 1 1 
5 
o vie 
* 0 7 23 tt 
Fl * 
— = d 
1 9 a + — 
7 
by - Y = . 
" * 
N aw <4 
- d * 5 
. » 
- % . 
| Xx | 
. 34 
4 * 
* *% = 
* . * 
̃ ; 
1 3 . : : 
4 —_— 
* 
= 4 1 r . hn — 


KA N N E 


Sent to His EXCELLENCY the 
Count de GUERCH Y, 
By the Chevalier D'E O N. 


ANY of the public papers, particularly the Daily Advertiſer “, 
of the 28th of laſt October (No. 102 39) have inſinuated, that a 
| quarrel aroſe at a noble lord's at Weſtminſter, between two 
perſons veſted with a public character, and that a detachment of the guards 
was ſent for to prevent their coming to extremities. It has been ſaid, that 
theſe two perſons, were the ambaſſador, and the miniſter plenipotentiary 
from France. I therefore find myſelf obliged to publiſh the truth, in the 
moſt exact and circumſtancial manner; as this relation is eſſentially inter- 
eſting to the ambaſſador, (who thought it his duty to approve my conduct) 
I have taken upon me to ſend to him this note, ſubmitting the contents of 
It to his candour and equity. 


About the end of the month of Auguſt, [from the 2oth to the 25th.] 
the Sieur de Vergy came to pay me a viſit, one morhing, in my chamber ; 
he found me reading upon my couch ; I aſked him if there was any thing 
here to ſerve him, deſiring him to ſeat himſelf by me ; he replied, «I 
* am a man of letters, who have made a little journey to England 10 
Eno a people of whom ſo much is ſaid; and to make the French known, of 


* whom not enough is ſaid ;” and was ſo complaiſant as to add, your 


7 «© name 
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(4) Wt 
« name, Sir, and your reputation are ſo known in France, that 1 ſhalt 
1 * be greatly flattered by a particular connection with you.” I replied to 
10 this compliment as I ought, and being deſirous to know firſt, if he had 
brought any letters of recommendation to me; he told me that ſuch a 
man as he, never had any need of them; but that if he had thought 
them neceſſary, he ſhould have brought an hundred inſtead of one; that 
he was well known at Verfailles and Paris, particularly to the duke de 
Choiſeul, to the duke de Praſlin, and to M. de Sainte Foy, firſt commiſ- 
ſary of foreign affairs. I obſerved to him, that it was always proper 
to bring letters for the king's ambaſſador ; I ſhould,” replied he, but I 
have no need of them; I have often ſupped with the count de Guerchy, 
* With the ladies the marchioneſs de Villeroy, de Lirre, &c. &c. The firſt 
* time that his excellency ſaw me, he ſaid, Ab my friend de Vergy, are 
© you there] come let me embrace you.” He further added, that he had 
married. the daughter of Mr. Le Tourneur &, ancient premier commiſſary 
of the war office at Verſailles ; that the irregularity and bad conduct of 
the lady his wife, had obliged him. to put her into a convent. 


In a ſecond viſit that he made me, about the 1oth of September, at night, 
he repeated the ſame thing before four witneſſes, who are all in London ; 
' and his viſit again, at ten o'clock, Thurſday morning, October the 
' 27th. | 


In our firſt converſation, he again told me, that he knew I had a great deal 
of bufineſs ; that as it was not diſagreeable to him, he ſhould be delighted. 
with being employed; offered his ſervice for certain days, and certain 
occaſions, when I had more buſineſs than I could diſpatch, and that I 
| had no riſque to run: I replied, that I had no doubt of what he ſaid, but- 
that my conſtant rule was, to employ none as ſecretaries, but ſuch. as were 
| appointed me by the court. He quitted my chamber a moment after, re- 
| peating to me always, (with a great flow of words,) that he was a man 
| well known at Verſailles and Paris. | 
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of It is proper here to obſerve, that Mr. le Tourneur is a batchelor, I have for this the authority 
of the Count de Guerchy, and M. Mouin, ſecretary to the prince of Conty ; both now in London. 


(5) 
| The 4th of September, at evening, the Sieur de Vergy addreſſed me 
letter, which I yet have ; the copy is as follows. 


81x, 
Il flatter myſelf, that you will have the goodneſs to ſend this r 
with your diſpatches for the miniſter. I ſhould have had the honour to 


have paid my reſpects to you, if I was not really indiſpoſed. I beg 
you to believe me to be with Sincere regard” 


Your moſt humble, 


And moſt obedient ſervant. 


Signed, De VERGY. 


/ The letter mentioned by the Sieur de Vergy, was directed to the duke 
de Choiſeul : I had but juſt received it, when I called for M. le Boucher,. 
1 ſecretary to the ambaſſy, and M. D'Eon de Moulieze, my couſin, lieute- 
nant in the regiment of Cavalry de Conty. There is (faid I to them) a let- 
ter from the Sieur de Vergy, who would aſſume an air of conſequence 
to me: I am ſtrongly perſuaded that this letter is not for the duke 
de Choiſeul, and to be convinced, let us open it, as I have a right to 
do. I did fo that inſtant, and found nothing really for the duke de Choi- 
Y feul but the cafe, which covered two letters, one in another. The firſt was 
bor a man whoſe abode was not mentioned, and as to his name I have 
"forgot it. The ſecond was addreſſed to a young gentlewoman at Paris, 
| ' whoſe name and lodging I have both forgot, from the little intereft I na- 
turally took in the two perſons. We run through both letters without 
their making us laugh, notwithſtanding the affected pleaſantry of them. 
The free and familiar ſtile of the Sieur de Vergy to his /ady, made us 
[ 12 gueſs that the epithet /7ady, ) ſuited her to a wonder. The penetra- 
| tion he diſcovered in the letter to his friend, was ſingular enough to 


excite 


(5) | 
excite our admiration. The Sieur de Vergy had not been at this time) 
quite ten days in England, and yet he formed a judgment of the Engliſh? 


nation: Ignorance, vanity, and pride united, would but give an imper- Ve 
fect idea of his deciſion. He ſays to his friend in the concluſion, hat he chs 


did not come to England by the way of Holland, as he found himſelf ſhort of Le 
money; and took great care to add, that he could not but be ſatisfied with | Fr. 
the politeneſs of M. DE'on in the firſt viſit that he (de Vergy) made to him. aft 


ſta 


We ſealed the letters again, and M. Leſcallier, now firſt ſecretary to the | 
count de Guerchy, ſent them under cover to the duke de Choiſcul. If the > hit 
Sieur de Vergy expects any anſwers, he may be aſſured that I ſhall ſend 1 
* to him by a proper hand, when they come to me. : 


letter to me, containing four folio Pages, deſigned, as he ſaid, for e 1 
marquis de Lirrè, defiring me to give him my advice, in quality doubt- 2 | 
leſs, of cenſor royal of the hiſlory of Belles- Lettres. He defired that I 4 
would read and return them immediately; becauſe on the one hand, he 
was in a hurry on account of its being the poſt hour, and on the other, 
on account of his printer. A few days after, there appeared in the Eng- 3 
liſh news-papers, a kind of extract out of this epiſtle from the Sicut de 
Vergy, by way of preface to ſome future obſervations on his philoſophic 
journey. The following is the only paſſage that I have not as yet forgot. | 
The French people are not contemptible jor wearing ttle hats, nor the Engliſh © * 
reſpectable for Weng great ones. 3 


It is only to be obſerved 3 that the Sieur de Vergy, 1 an exceſs 4 We 
of modeſty, ſuppoſes in this letter, that his arrival had been publiſhed in 1 
London as that of a learned man of the firſt claſs, who was come to admire 
the Engliſh ; which made a prodigious impreſſion ; and that he deſired b 
the public in a body, to believe that he would be conſidered as in- F 
cognito. | | 1 


1 returned in anſwer to the Sieur de Vergy, by the hands of M. Leſcal- E 
lier, that I had not leiſure to examine ſo large a letter, and that in a 
ſtrange country I never gave my advice in writing. 


* 


: | 1 I would 


7 
Iwould inſert here the letter and a copy of my anſwer, if M. Leſcallier 
had not aſſured me this day, that he has loſt, or miſlain, both of them. 


Some days after [from the roth to the 1 2th of September] the Sieur de 
Vergy came to me in the afternoon, and being told I was buſy in my 


be chamber, was ſhewn into the parlour, where he found Meſſ. le Boucher, 
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f Leſcallier, and de la Rochette, formerly commiſſary for the diſcharge of 
E French priſoners of war, and Mr. D*Eon de Mouloize. I came in a moment. 
after, and preſently the Sieur de Vergy talked to me of himſelf, his under- 


ſtanding, and abilities. I fignified to him, in the preſence of theſe gen- 


tlemen, that I was not in the leaſt doubt about them; but again intreated 
him to obtain letters of recommendation, as a miniſter from the king 
a * ought not to acknowledge a Frenchman who was not perſonally known. 


« This rule,” ſaid he in a quick tone, © is not made for ſuch a man as 


eme, and I never thought recommendations were neceſſary for me.” 
+ I repeated to him that this rule was fo well made for him, that I ſhould 
not hereafter receive him if he did not conform himſelf to it, and that it 
Was what he owed to himſelf. I added, Sir, I ſhould before now have 


invited you to dinner, if I had known you in any manner; I alſo tell 


? you, that I have had the honour to preſent to his Britannic Majeſty, 
* © ſeveral Frenchmen who were recommended to me.” The Sicur de 
Vergy exclaimed, Ab ! Sir, your dinner, your dinner {! 


« As to the preſentment, I can obtain that whenever I pleaſe by an Eng- 


2 © liſh lord.” This did not hinder me from telling him that I was well 
: perſuaded of his probity, but that I could cite to him many caſes in 
= which miniſters from the king had been deceived, as well as myſelf, at 
many courts : I mentioned for example, that of a certain man at Moſcow, 
who had aſſumed the name of Montmorency; and upon examination, was 
-2 diſcovered to be a peruke- maker in the quarter of St. Honnore. I added 
chat of a pretended Rouchefoucalt at Paris. He would have raiſed his tone, 
but I did not fail to make him lower it. I returned again to the letters of 
recommendation, and deſired him to bring them ſoon ; not for me, but 
for the ambaſſador who was quickly to arrive. I then told him before 
4 hand, that if his excellency ſhould ſpeak to me of him, I ſhould be obli- 
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= ged to ſay that I knew nothing of him. The Sieur de Vergy boldly pro- 
S 3 miſed, 


N 
| mist, that he would bring twenty for one; becauſe nothing was fo eaſy 
j to him as to have them. He went away, | continually repeating, that he 
had no need of letters for count de Guerchy, to whom he was ſufficiently 

known; and concluded with telling me, that he was not in the leaſt 
| moved at what 1 had been juſt ſaying to him. I conducted him civilly 
Wt: - to the door, then ſaid to the Swils, who at preſent is at the Count de 


Guerchy's, If M. de Vergy comes here you muſt tell him I am abroad, in caſe 
he hath not letters for u me. 
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Sunday, October 23, I had the honour to go to dine with count de 
Guerchy ; after coffee, his excellency went firſt into the viſiting parlour, 
and immediately after, I offered my arm to the counteſs to lead her 
thither. We were got to the laſt ſtep, when St. Jean, valet de chambre 


| to his excellency, ſaid, ** madam, M. de Vergy is in the parlour with the 
1 « count,” 


1 Madam 1 raid, « M. D'E on, do you know M. de Vergy?” I 
i anſwered, No madam, he is very ſuſpicious to me ;” pulling me im- 
mediately by the arm, ſhe added, peace M. D'Eon, the graces make no 
* noiſe,” TI replied, . * madam, it is not my intention; but if M. the 
ambaſſador, aſks me who M. de Vergy is, I ſhall declare I do not know 
*« him.” We juſt then entered the parlour, followed by madam de Nan- 
gis, colonel marquis du Bloſſet, and the chevalier d'Allonville, ancient 
captains of the king's regiment, and both the two. aids-de-camp of the 
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it count de Guerchy, and by M. Monin, fecretary of commands to his 

ll auguſt highneſs the prince of Conty. We fonnd the count de Guerchy in ; 
1 converſation with the Sieur de Vergy, and ſoon after, his excellency aſked | 
ll. me if I knew him? I anſwered, „no, M. le Count; for even pre-ad- 
lf « viſed M. de Vergy to bring letters of recommendation to you; if he 
i « has not, it is not my fault.” Then advancing very near to the Sieur de | 
ll % Vergy, © ha Sir!” ſaid I to him, „There is M. the count de Guerchy, 
0 « whom you know ſo well; with whom you ſupped at the marchioneſſes de 
0 10 Villeroy, and de Lirre ; I do not ſee that he leaps upon your neck to embrace 
| e F 
| Never was a clap at the theatre more ſtriking ; aſtoniſhment rendered i 
ll the ſcene dumb. The count de Guerchy broke lence firſt, ſaying to the 1 
| N Sieur * 


| 


(9) 


Sieur de Vergy, Sir, I know you not at all; and I never ſupped with you 
© at the marchioneſs de Villeroy' s, though I have had indeed the honour 
| e to have ſupped there often.“ The Sieur de Vergy, though diſconcerted, 
attentively obſerved the ambaſſador, and making him a profound reverence, 
faid, „ aſk pardon of your excellency, I thought I had the honour to be 
«© known.” Then turning himſelf towards me, he addreſſed me in theſe 
words; * I have heard ſay „ou was a well bred man they never faw 
« you give the like lie; you know not M. D' Eon, the fate that awaits you 
* in France. Theſe laſt words were twice repeated; *“ Sir, ſaid I to 
* him, taking him by the arm, I am always a well bred man, but my 
5 politeneſs does not extend to telling of lies to ſerve others ; I have not 
« given you the lie, tho' you have not ſpoken one word of truth. He 
« who has nothing t reproach himſelf with, is not uneaſy at his fate, nei- 
« ther in France, nor elſewhere; I fear neither the anger of the great nor 
of the little, and if we were not in the preſence of the ambaſſador 
„ and his lady, I would this inſtant make you ſenſible, whether I fear 
* the threats of ſuch a man as you.” 

The ambaſſador faid, «© M. D'Eon fit down, there is enough; that alone 
« js ſufficient.” I took. a chair, and the Sieur de Vergy exclaimed, that 
he was a man of condition, who had ſerved in the French guards, I was not 
defirous to ſearch into this matter, and contented myſelf to relate ſuccinctly 
to the ambaſſador what had paſſed between the Sicur de Vergy and myſelf, 
in the two firſt viſits that he made? At this inſtant, the count de Seilern, 
miniſter plenipotentiary from the emperor, coming in, all became calm 
and filent. The Sieur de Vergy then took a ſeat, joined in the circle, to 
my great aſtoniſhment, and ſtaid near half an hour before he retired. I 
went away a little while after, with an opinion, I declare, that the Seieur 
de Vergy would have the politeneſs to wait for me; but I did not meet 
him, neither in the hall, nor in the ſtreet ; though I went on foot, with 
a flambeaux before me, the better to diſtinguiſh, and to ſee we the 
objects in the dax. 

Three days after, Wedneſday, October, the 26th] was but juſt gone 
out to attend his majeſty s levy, when the Sieur de Vergy came and aſked 
for me, at my houſe in Dover-ſtreet ; he defired to know, at what hour 
3s M. D'Eon was to be ſeen ? he was anſwered, at nine in the morning 
the very well,” replicd he, with a determined tone, you may tell b 
leur 9 EE _ | | | 6c that 
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61 
« that I ſhall be with him to-morrow / at ten Ne and da I * 
« then to find him.“ | 


The ſame day, I had the honour to be ede to aue with hid at | 


my lord Hallifax, as was the ambaſſador from the king my maſter, and all 
the foreign miniſters from the ſouthern department. I arrived the laſt of the 


gueſts, that I might be there but a moment before they fat down to 
table, and return preſently after ; but I was ſcarce got into the parlour, 


when the count de Guerchy came up, and afked me, why I had not the 


day before, taken my audience of leave, of his Britannic Majeſty ? I an- 


ſwered, that I waited for the ulterior orders from my court; and this was 
then a matter of long debate on the part of his excellency. As he inſiſted, 
and preſſed me fo ſtrongly, I at laſt ſaid to him, ſince you will have it Sir, 
I will go and communicate the reaſon before the three miniſters of his Bri- 
tannic Majeſty. They were then converſing at the window; we came up 


to them, and I faid aloud, the count de Guerchy forces me to the honour 


« of declaring to your excellencies, that I do not take my audiences of leave 
« becauſe I wait for the ulterior orders from my court, n that I have not 


yet compoſed my academic diſcourſes.“ 


The word ulterior, ſounded new to his excellency's ears, as he told me 
he did not underſtand it; I added, that in terms of negociation, they cal- 
led the ulterior demands, thoſe which were made after the jirſt propoſitions ; 
that they commonly re/erved, through policy, the liberty of adding the 
ulterior, to the preliminary demands. His excellency acknowledged to his 
Britannic Majeſty's three miniſters, that he was a novice in the courſe of 
buſineſs, that he conceived nothing of all this. I replied to him, that 
this explanation was nevertheleſs very clear, and if it was not underſtood, 
the fault was not mine. My lord Hallifax preſſing me then on his part, I 
preſented him the card of invitation, which he had the good will to addreſs 
to me. Four excellency,” faid I, © hath invited the miniſter plenipo- 
« tentiary from France, to dine with you, I defire you will order 
« dinner, it grows late ; my intention is, to partake perſonally and peace- 


« ably of the honour that you have done me: I come not here to bring 
trouble, but peace.” After theſe words I withdrew, to enter the circle 
of foreign miniſters who were invited, and Joined in their converſation on 


indifferent ſubjects, till the time when we went into the parlour to dinner. 
I placed myſelf near my lord Hallifax, between the count d'Einfiedel, - en- 


voy extraordinary from the king of Poland, and M. Dageno, reſident from 
Genoa- 
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= Genoa. I did not ſpeak, except to drink the health of his Britannic Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters, and to that of the count de Guerchy. The only ſentence 
that I uttered, was a polite addreſs to my lord Sandwich: when they came 


to give toaſts, or rounds of healths; and when in my turn, my lord Hal- 


lifax aſked me for mine; I gave him thoſe of the dutcheſs and duke de 
| Nivernois. 
The foreign miniſters were .now withdrawn into the viſiting parlour, 


and my lord Hallifax was alone near the chimney ; 1 ſeized this opportu- 


nity, to inform him of the adventure, and public challenge of the Sieur de 
Vergy ; as allo with my firm reſolution, to make the faid Sieur de Vergy 
ſign a note, by which he ſhould oblige himſelf upon his parole, to bring 
ſufficient letters of recommendation to the ambaſſador, from the king my 
maſter ; and in default of them, to acknowledge himſelf in the fame note, 
an adventurer. My lord Hallifax having obligingly ſaid, that I had done 
very well in acquainting him previouſly with my deſign ; I added, this was 
an honour in the extraordinary caſe in which I found myſelf obliged to act 
in ſuch a manner; and that I ſhould certainly never have ſpoken of this 
; affair, if the Sieur de Vergy had not purpoſely come to my houſe in my ab- 


© ſence, and given me a public challenge. My lord Hallifax went immedi- 
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x ately to the count de Guerchy, who was near the door of the audicnce- 


chamber, which they both entered, and after a ſhort converſation, returned 


into the parlour to confer with my lord Sandwich, and Mr. Greenville ; the 


I > reſult was earneſtly to intreat me to deſiſt from this affair. I anſwered, 
that I had not been the beginner of it, and that I never ſought after the 
Sieur de Vergy ; but that I ſhould certainly wait at home at the hour he 


had appointed. My refuſal was renewed as often as their folicitations ; 


4 then my lord Hallifax ſpoke, «© Ah ! my dear M. D'Eon, though you 
E were the duke of Bedford, I ſhould be obliged to ſet a guard upon you; 


JI replied, “ I have not the honour to be the duke of Bedford; I am D'Eon, 
and am well guarded all alone.“ I added, „my lord, I have taken a 
Poe for the play, and earneſtly deſire, that you will permit me to take my 


leave of your excellence ;” I advanced at the ſame time to the door to open 


it, and was ſurpriſed to find it locked ; I could not help ſaying, on turning 
back ; that 1 could never have thought a miniſter plenipotentiary from France, 


i bould ſee nels a priſoner in England to the pas of fate. My lord 
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Hallifax immediately offered me a note to ſign, * which had doubtleſs been 
compoſed in concert with the count de Guerchy. The new remonſtrances 


that they made to me, drew new refuſals. It was then, that I ſaw enter a 
colonel of the guards at the head of a detachment, their bayonets fixed, who 


took poſſeſſion of the parlour, and the firſt and ſecond anti-chambers. I 
ſaid to the colonel, «* do your duty, I ſhall do mine; if it is to conduct me 
« to my houſe, I have no occaſion for ſoldiers; I can go very well alone, 
« anda foot ; but if you will go there in ſpite of me, I ſhall have the 
« honour to give you a ſupper :” and ſenſible. of every thing my ſituation 
required, I turned to the fide of the ambaſſador from the king, and 

briſkly informed him, that I had more than once charged columns as for- 
midable as theſe; and as the ambaſſador would have ſpoken again of de 

Vergy, I told him, I will bring him here by the ears; he replied, he would 
not have it ſo ; O very well ! returned I, I will bring him here by the noſe. 

I perſiſted then, as I ought, ſteadily to refuſe figning the note ; for the 
preſence of the ſoldiers only afforded me a further motive. I even figni- 
fied, that the uniform that J had on, ſhould appear without ſpot at my re- 
giment, or ſhould be ſtained with my blood : bold words, without doubt ! 
but it is what every captain of dragoons miniſter plenipotentiary, would 
have uttered in my place. I did not fign it at laſt, till all the ſoldiers were 
gone; then the ambafiador, count de Guerchy, ordered me expres/ly, in the 


name of the king our maſter, and that he had himſelf ſigned the fame note 


of honour, as alſo his Britannic Majeſty's three miniſters of ſtate. My 
known obedience, had rendered, during the whole time, their reſource 
infallible ; is it not aſtoniſhing then, that it ſhould be here uſed laſt ? 
After this little military expedition, the count de Guerchy obſerved to 
me, that I had not ſerved long. I acknowledged to him, that I might 
not have been found in 1759, neither in Weſtphalia, nor at Minden, be- 


_ cauſe I was then in Ruſſia, on the king's ſervice ; but that it was known 


when, where, and how I had behaved myfelf in the war. To all this, 
his excellency anſwered me, „ fince you have ſuch a deſire to fight, go to 
“Calais, and fight with the Sieur de Vergy, I will give you paſſports.” 

« I am aſtoniſhed,” replied I, * that the king's ambaſſador ſhould propoſe 


« ſuch a thing ; he does not know me, if he thinks me weak enough to 
4e act 5 
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(13) 
« act fo groſſly: but if his excellency hath determined, that the perſo- 
« nage is worth the pains, my note may then be returned to me.“ 
His excellency was a little confounded at my demand, and without ma- 


king any reply, offered to take me in his coach, which 1 * and 
from his houſe he carried me home. 


The next day, [Thurſday, at ten o'clock,] the Sieur de Vergy, very 
exactly, and who doubtleſs bad not ſigned any note, came and found me alone. 
On entering my chamber, he ſaid to me, in the moſt preſuming tone, 
« here I am Sir, in my fighting dreſs, and it is, I believe, but ten o'clock.” 
« IT am charmed,” faid I, and enchanted to ſee you with whiſkers ; I 
« expected you with impatience.” The Sieur de Vergy baſtily replied, 
I have one queſtion to put to you; are you miniſter plenipotentiary, or a 
« captain of dragoons ? if you are miniſter, I withdraw.” I anſwered him, 
no my friend, I will not have you retire, I will be for you, only a plain dra- 
goon. 

Obſerve, that I neither could, nor would, by any means as fight, having given 
my note of honour, to do nothing in the affair ? and that beſides, the three 
miniſters had declared to me, that it would be a particular infraction of the 
general peace, which I had carried to Paris by the ſpecial grace of the king 


of Great Britain. The Sieur de Vergy knew very well alſo, that the affair 
had paſſed without a blow being ſtruck. My ſituation was much more cri- 


tical than his : I had promiſed to a& nothing againſt him ; I could not 
foreſee, that the brave de Vergy, was a man, who would ſuffer himſelf to 


be intimidated at the leaſt proceedings. Indeed I faſtened the chamber 
door, to keep him tili the ambaſſador's people, whom I ſent for, were ar- 


rived ; and preſently, the Sieur de Vergy cried out, running into the cham- 


ber, ah Sir, do not touch me, do not touch me ! © how,” replied I laughing, 


40 you come to me 72 4 fighting dreſs, and you are afraid that I ſhould 


“ touch you; in the name of good neſs be compoſed, I have no other de- 
&© fign, than to have you put under an arreſt.” Some expreſſions of the dra- 
goons mixed at this diſcourſe, made him ready to take the window for the 
door; I perceived his paleneſs and his agitation ! and faid to him, If 


vou leap, I will puſh you ; but take care, you will find at bottom a 


«« ditch and picquets :” hs obſervation, which was not phileſophic, ſufficed 
to Th him. 


I then. 


(14) 

I then preſented him a paper, ſaying, „here is a note which muſt be 
« ſigned by duplicate, after you have read it, that you may not think it 
e a bill of exchange.” He read it through with ſo much precipitation, 
[ that on returning it, he aſked for three weeks, to get the letters from 
Paris. My friend, faid I to him, if your mind was not a little troubled, 
| « you might have ſeen, that I give you a month.” He then added, Sir, | 
| „ will not ſign this, there are certain words muſt be changed ;” I an- 1 
|  ſwered, I have not time to comment on it; if I take a pen, I ſhould add # T 
| % much ſeverer epithets. I promiſe you, that you ſhall ſign this note, 3 
| « ſuch as it is, guod ſcripf ſcripfi, what I have written, I have written ;” L 
| and as at the inſtant I ſpoke of putting him into the hands of the ambaſſa= _ O 
8 dor's domeſtics, I took him by the arm, and made him go into my bed- 
| chamber, where my beaureau ſtands : as ſoon as he was there, he cried 
| « ah! don't kill me!“ I could not divine the cauſe of this exclamation ;  _ 

when all of a ſudden, I ſaw the Sieur de Vergy's eyes fixed upon my Turk- 3 
iſh ſabre, and my ordnance piſtols, that I had brought from the German 
war, and that had been all the while in this chamber. His mind was con- 
| founded, and I preſently then apprehended his exceſſive fear, to have aroſe 

from thence. To quiet him, I immediately took one of the piſtols, and 
laid it on the ground, and putting my foot upon it for fear it ſhould bite the 
faid de Vergy, (this was my expreſſion) ſaid to him, you ſee that I do no 
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harm to you; nay, even approach you with marks of good will.” He 
then, with a good grace, reſigned himſelf to fign the note by duplicate,“ 9 
and it ſeems neceſſary to declare, that he did it with his hat under his am, 
and one knee upon the ground. He did not judge proper to take a copy, _ 
though I had propoſed it to him, he was in ſuch great haſte to gain the par- 
' lour door; but I ſtopt him, faying, my friend I let no body go that way, 
but perſons well known; as for you, you muſt go out at the door of my 
„ ward-robe.”” I then made him ſome freſh compliments, which I doubt 
not, he will give to the public, when he publiſhes the philoſophic and 
moral account of his journey to England, that he hath already promiſed, 
and begun from the ninth day of his arrival here. 


Mr. 
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® This was certainly what gave occaſion to the depoſition, that the Sieur de Vergy was in ſuch a | 
hurry to make before a juſtice of PEACE. 3 | 3 
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The Sieur de Vergy, content to eſcape by any door, had changed his poli- 
tion, and was hurrying away, when I ſtopt him by a very ſimple, but em- 
barraſſing queſtion to him z- © who are you ? It muſt be confeſſed to me, 
« or I ſhall commit you to the ambaſſador's people.” He anſwered with 
tears in his eyes, and his hands joined together ; ; ah ! Mr. D'Eon, I am a 
« Joſt man if you retain me in your houſe.” Mr. adventurer, anſwered l, 
6 I would not the death of a ſinner, but rather his converſion ; depart, 90 
and get your letters of recommendation; if you prove to me that you ars 
an honeſt man, I ſhall become your beſt friend.“ 

The Sieur de Vergy had ſcarcely eſcaped, when the Swiſs and a footman 
of the ambaſſador's arrived with an order to ſeize his perſon. . I onght not 
to omit, that Mr. Carlet de la Roziere * came to me at the fame inſtant, 
ſent by the ambaſſador on the ſame account. The count de Guerchy had in- 
deed written to him, at half an hour after eight in the morning, a note+; de- 
firing him to come immediately to him, as he was obliged to go out at ten. 
Mr. Roziere went thither without delay; his excellency to convince him 


of the part he took in my conduct, deſired him to acknowledge ingenuouſly 


if he had himſelf, perceived any particular alteration in my underſtanding : 
adding, that ſome perſons of diſtinction of this country, pretended to have 


perceived ſuch; that for his own part, he could not forbear acknowledg- 


ing, that to the preſent time, my behaviour had given the greateſt ſatisfac- 
tion to my court. Mr. de la Roziere, acknowledged, that, in the aſto- 
niſhment he was in, at hearing ſuch kind of diſcourſe, he did not dare to 
anſwer immediately, for fear he ſhould himſelf be ſuſpected of ſome change. 
This converſation could not fail of being long; but when my footman ap- 
peared, that was, when the ſcene with the Sieur de Vergy was ended, the 
ambaſſador, ſurpriſed in his turn, cried out, ** now I think on it, don't 
% you know, that your relation, Mr. D'Eon, has an affair with one, named 
« Vergy ? and this was partly what I deſired to ſpeak with you for; run 
there immediately, and bring Vergy to me ?” Mr. de la Roziere accord- 


ingly came away, but did not arrive till after the affair was concluded. Upon 
this relation which he made to me, with all its circumſtances, and eſpeci- 
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* Mr. Carlet de la Roziere, my relation, is a half-pay captain of dragoons, in the king's regiment; 


before, aid de camp to marſhal duke de Broglio, afterwards quarter-maſter general of the quarters of 
the French army in Germany, and knight of the royal and military order of St. Lewis. 


+ See the vouchers, 
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* 16 ) 
ally this freſh concern that had determined the count de Guerchy in my fa- 
vour, I went to his houſe at eleven o'clock ; nevertheleſs in doubt, whether 
I ſhould find him there, ſince he was to lives gone out at ten 3 but I was 
happy enough to find him in his night-gown, and juſt ready to dreſs. As 
I had already charged Eſcallier, his excellency's firſt ſecretary, to inform 
him of all that had paſſed, and preſent him one of the notes, ſigned by 


the Sieur de Vergy, he accoſted me in theſe words; Mr. D'Eon, the 
pieces that you have ſent to me, are now copied in wy office; you have 
come off with honour. 

P. 8. I ought not to conceal (and the ambaſſador may have ſome know- 
ledge of the thing) that there are here in London many French ſpies, who 
are come here with ſecret orders to diſturb my peace, and to traverſe my 
zeal, for the ſervice of the king, my maſter. The object of their miſſion, 
doubtleſs, is to invent lies, falſehoods, or calumnies againſt me; and this 


only, becauſe I had the firmneſs, courage, and conſtancy to remain at- 


tached to marſhal Broglio : was this the way to change my ſentiments ? 
no; and therefore I publicly declare, that I will perſiſt in my attachment, 
that it may be known ; as I know him to be one of his Majeſty's moſt faith- 
ful ſubjects, and one of the greateſt captains that there has been in 


F rance. 


I hope then, that as long as this plot ſhall ſubſiſt, they will not again 


oblige me to give notes of honour to certain fellows, and adventurers, who 
ſhould not enter into a compromiſe with me. 


When they have exhauſted the reſources of their black induſtry, I ſhall 


force them all, one after another, or all at once, to return to the darkneſs 
from whence they came, or I ſhall confound them in their own malice. 


Ex operibus eorum cognoſcetis eos. 


A NOTE, 


e 
RACKS * * « 


Concerning the Houſe of VERGY. 


HE ancient K houſe of Vergy, the only one of the name ; one of the 
firſt of Bourgogne, which took its name from the celebrated caſtle 


| ar Vergy, ruined by order of Henry IV. was known from the beginning 


of the eleventh century; it is now entirely extindt. There remains none of 


: this illuſtrious name, except the ancient counteſs of Vergy, who was a 


en friend of my two uncles; the one, D'Eon de Tiſſey, ſenior ſecretary 
to the late duke of Orleans, and the other D'Eon de Germigny, one of the 
| twenty. -five gentlemen of the king's Scotch guards“. 


[ The marquis de Maſſo, ancient chamberlain to the king of Poland, cou- 


fin german to marſhal de Chermont-Tonnere, and to the late prince de 

4 Wo. bought, in 175 1, the countſhip of Vergy bordering upon his land 
of Cologne. After his death, his ſon, who I well knew, and to whom 1 

3 am related, took the name of Vergy ; he married in 1762, madam Damas 
de Crux, who died the latter end of March, 1763. 

Ihe arms of the ancient houſe of Vergy were gules three cinque-foils, or 
( Placed as the fleurs de lys in the eſcutcheon of France; and thoſe of the 
houſe of Maſſol, now in the poſſeſſion of the countſhip of Vergy, are, 
Sale arm dexter, holding a hammer, inclining to the ſeneſter argent, a 


* or an eagle diſplayed ſable. 
| A LE T- 
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* He was 5 of St. Lewis, and the Hg had t the METRE" to give him a ka from the privy- 
purſe, on account of a wound that he had received atDettengen, which was ſo conſiderable that he was. 
obliged to be ſawed three ways; Mr. Pybrac firſt ſent a ſurgeon to the duke of Orleans, before he per- 

1 Pormed this extraordinary operation. 


( 18.) 


A Letter from Mr. D'Eon de en to the Counteſs 
de Vergy. - Dated, London 28, October 1763. 


MAD AM, 
O U muſt without doubt, have been ſurpriſed at not hearing from me, 
for theſe ſix months, eſpecially after having ſo often convinced me of 
that great concern that you take in every thing that regards me, and have 
told me, that I inherited all that friendſhip, which you had for my late 
uncle. But you will be ſo good as to excuſe me, when you know that the _ 
different journeys that I have made during this time, have been the occafion 
of my ſilence. . 
I now madam, with the greateſt deadline, ſeize the firſt favourable op- £ 
portunity, to renew to myſelf the honour of your remembrance, and to 
inform you of a remarkable ſcene, of which I have juſt been a witneſs. 
It is ſome time, ſince there arrived here at London a certain perſon, who 
takes the name of Vergy, who ſays he is of that ancient family. He made 
himſelf known in this character to Mr. D'Eon, miniſter plenipotentiary at 
this court. As I knew, madam, and could be in no doubt, that the fa- 
mily of Vergy is entirely extinct ; that there remains none but. yourſelf of 
that illuſtrious name: I informed my couſin of it, who inſtantly diſcovered 
the impoſture of this fellow; and after having examined part of his pro- 
ceedings here, hath fully proved him to be an adventurer. You are ſen- 
ſible, madam, of how much conſequence it is to a miniſter in a ſtrange 
country, to be guarded againſt ſuch kind of people. 
This man, not quieted with the firſt detection, preſented himſelf with 
the ſame aſſurance. to the ambaſſador ſome time after his arrival. My 
couſin, who was preſent at this interview, again diſcovered the impoſture 
of our adventurer, who had aſſured him, that he was well known to the © 
count de Guerchy ; ſince the latter told him, that he not only did not know 
him, but further, that he had never heard him mentioned. This acknow- _ 
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; ſaid de Vergy, and the ſuſpicions that he had entertained of him. My = 
couſin explained himſelf fully before all the company, and treated this fel- 

low as he merited. This affair is become public here, and J ſuppoſe, that 
this adventurer will be obliged to quit the country. 
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for the army. 


(19) 
1 ſhould not have given you, madam, the particulars of this hiſtory, but to 
convince you that evety one of the D'Eons, are ſworn enemies to falſehood 
and impoſture, that their poſterity faithfully tread in the ſteps of their an- 
ceſtors, whom you knew, and whom you honoured with your friendſhip. 


LI am, with the greateſt reſpect, &c. &c. 
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An Extract FOR the anſwer of the Counteſs de Vergy, to Mr. 
D'Eon de Moulize at London. Dated at Paris, Nov. 6. 


SIR, 
RECEIVED your letter with real pleaſure ; I could not think what 


was become of you, eſpecially as there is now a peace ; I however per- 
ſuaded myſelf that you was with your regiment. 

You did well, Sir, in. making this impoſture known ; the family of 
Vergy is extinct. I married Mr. de Vergy when he was very old, and he 
died at a great age; he left me no children, and has been dead a long 
time. I never doubted, for a moment of your probity, nor of that of all 
your anceſtors, nor of that of all your amiable family. The teſt of their 
merit, is well proved by the confidence that the ſtate hath always placed 
in them, and the honourable ſtations they have always filled, and that they 
yet poſſeſs. I return to our adventurer : I have reaſons for to know very 
near his age, his air, and the accent of his country. At laſt he ſaid ſome- 
thing, well——— if he is in the ſervice, certainly the Vergy's are made 
If you knew Sir, what had happened to two of my ac- 
quaintance on account of theſe adventurers, you would tremble ; things 
well proved, one of which was laid before the king, who was touched at 
{o mournful an affair. This adventurer was every day with the late 
marſhal de Belle-Iſſe, whom he made his companion, and a great friend 
of Mr. Perrein, who was a low creature of the marſhals.” Always be afraid 
of people you do not Know. 


F | You 


— *eC 2 22 2 


— RG _— + & — — * i - 
. £ — _ — w_ io BW. a . - - W 
= * + 3 
3 n. - ** : 
. 


hn — 1 4 
3 ©" * _— ww 


- << „ a 


r 


3 - 


— — _ —_ 
n 


* * Sb Fas 
TEES 
11 va e. 2 
yy eo K — ²˙ ůu.:ĩ̃ 2 WALES. COS eat ce 


— 
„ owes 
£4 


— 
— 


_—_ —_— „% % „ 213 K 
— — — 


2 5 — 
—— 


— * ** * 


a r 
— * Ws — tv 9 — * q —_— . * by ye - © as <* Lig. 
p 7 4. „ . 24S Go fy * „ oF - ” 9 — 25556 . 1 
— —— — — r ©. ns Hay 


. —_— " r 


„ 
— 2 
3 


3% ow 3. 5 
4 5 
* 
3 


— — — 
EIFS. 


Hap 
22 


VIS x 


_ — — 93 
* 


„rr 
OE 


cum -- 


© 
— ———— 2 — Ts 
3 *. 


F 


—— — 


— — 


2 2 2 E % „ as at. =. 


*< x A 
—_—_— 
— 2 


— 


(20) 

You may remember Sir, (but you was too, young) a comical fellow who 
was introduced to the miniſters of Verſailles, who made believe to have re- 
ceived packets of ſpectacles from England, and between the glaſſes and 
the frames, he drew out little pieces of paper which were to be put into a 
magnifying glaſs to read the writing. 

This fellow, writ in theſe little pieces of paper whatever he got intelli- 
gence of ; he pretended that this would be the way for France to come at 
the knowledge wh every thing ; this was a man who would have betrayed 
us. 


When ſhall I have the honour to ſee you? it ſeems to me that you will 
be a long time at London. With regard to the lady _ na to me of, 
when is it I muſt act, &c. &c. 


VOUCHERS. 
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f, N Wedneſday night a quarrel happened at a nobleman's böte in 
3 Weſtminſter, between two perſons of diſtinction, now here in pub- 
lic characters, which had like to have been attended with dangerous conſe- 
: quences, and a party of guards was ſent for to prevent their proceeding to 
extremities. 


EE $4644 4444644 6 K. . .- er . E. k. r ir . f te n. c er ck... lr. . k. f.. 
The Chevalier D'Eon's Note. 


HE Chevalier D'Eon gives his word of honour to the earls of 

Sandwich and Hallifax, that he will not fight with Mr. de Vergy, 
nor offer him any inſult, without previouſly communicating his intentions 
to the above-named earls, in ſuch manner, that they may prevent any bad 
conſequences of the intentions, and of the conduct of the chevalier D'Eon. 
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8. Bs Signed, The chevalier D'Eon de Beaumont, by 

3 Order, and on account of the reſpect which 
1 I owe to the ambaſſador of the king my 
4 : maſter. 

* Great George Street, Signed, Dunk Hallifax, 
y October 26, 1 763. | Sand wich, 

5 Guerchy. 

N O T E. 


It is to be obſerved, that it was not Mr. D'Eon, who conmated. the ſtile 
and tenor of this paper; they were not even willing that he ſhould change a 
8 word 


„ Te) 
word in it, nor that he ſhould — — — addition, underlined, 


b word in it, n he 
lt | on which, he very much 1 | 
it That he would not fight with Mr. de Vergy, wnleſs that the ſaid Sieur } 


| tc 


Aid come and ' ſeek the chevalier D'Eon, which would very much 3 the ſaid 
1 chevalier. 1 
4 1 


i ERETERENETEERTERERERATE RENE ax xk REFER 5 | | 
The Sieur de Vergy $ Note. 1 


jt THE under-figned, promiſe upon my word of honour to the che- 

1 1 valier D' Eon, captain of dragoons, to bring here in fifteen days, or in 
If done month at the lateſt, to the ambaſſador of France at London, good let- 

[4 ters of recommendation, from perſons well known, either here, at Ver- 

ii ſailles, or at Paris. If not, I further give my word of honour to Mr. * 


D'Eon, that I will not preſent myſelf for the future before his excellency, 4 8 


Vi | In 
tif the count and counteſs of Guerchy, but as a very great, and the greateſt of, go 
{i f 80 
hh adventurers. | | | | _ Wor 
Big | "i 

14 : . ww | 
li At London, the 27 of October, 176 3. Szgned, De VERGY. © da 
lis a quarter after ten in the morning. er 


The Count de Guerchy's Note, to Mr. De la Roziere. 


" DESIRE Mr. de la Roziere will be fo good as to take the trouble of 
1 coming to me preſently, having ſomething to ſay to him. I acquained 
him that I am obliged to go out at ten o'clock in the morning. 


Thurſday 27 Oct. Eight o clock in the mornin g. Signed, Guerchy. 


i COIN A Ct ORC COT Ce at the 
A Note from a Juſtice of Peace to the Chevalier D'Eon. J. 


R. Kynaſton, juſtice of peace, ſends his compliments to the cheva- 

lier D'Eon, and acquaints him, that Mr. de Vergy hath made oath 
be ſore him, that you have broken the peace againſt him; therefore Mr. Ky- 
2s naſton 


— e , e 


=— (23) 
7 naſton deſires Mr. D' Eon to appear before him at fix o'clock preciſely, this 
evening, at Sir John Fielding's in Bow Street, Covent Garden, to anſwer 


RF to the complaints of the ſaid Sigur de Vergy. 
1 j | | Dr. 


| Mr. D'Eon returns no anſwer to this note, which is not fiened, and if 
it had been by all the juſtices of peace in England he ſhould not, and he 
4 | ought not to return any anſwer, being the king's miniſter Plenipotentiaty. 


| 1 
eee 


22 . Mr. D'Eon's Note to Lord Hallifax. F 

et- | HE 8 D'Eon had the honour of being at half an hour 1 ſix 

41 1 this evening, at my lord Hallifax's, to have had the honour of inform- 
6. 


| ing his excellency of a little incident, that the Sieur de Vergy would cauſe 
EY» in his impoſture. . The chevalier D' Eon, deſires his excellency to have the 
of, nn to give him a quarter of an hour's audience to-morrow, at nine 

o' clock in the morning, or later, if not too inconvenient. The chevalier 
V. Laares to aſſure him, that this is very neceſſary; and hath the honour of 
"renewing to him the aſſurances of his moſt ſincere and reſpectful attach- 


ment. i 
* : October 27 © | In the audience parlour of my lord Hallifax, 


1763. half an hour paſt ſix. | 
CCC 
My Lord Hallitax's Note to Mr. D' Eon. 

I 3 VEGBreat George Street, Thurſday, 28 October, 1 1 3. 


Y lordHallifax's compliments to the chevalier D'Eon : he is but Juſt 
| come in, and received his notes. He is very ſorry he cannot have 
K 8 honour to receive him to-morrow morning, being engaged all the 
Forming an the king's buſineſs, If there is any thing in which he can ſerve 


y the chevalicr, that 11 can ſend in writing, my lord will be very glad to 
teceive it. 


lis was ſent to Mr. D'Eon at midnight. 
3 G Mr, 


way 
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Mr. D' Fon's anſwer to Lord Hallifax. 
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HE Chevalier D'Eon has juſt received the note that my lord Hallifax 

did him the honour to ſend him, is very ſorry his excellency can- 
not give him a quarter of an hour's audience to-morrow morning, about 
an affair indeed not much worth the trouble, as it only regards the miſera- 
ble hiſtory of the pitiful adventurer, de Vergy. LE, 


The chevalier D'Eon hath nothing to ſpecify to his excellency i in writing, 
but it will be his pleaſure and duty to declare to his excellency, what he 


has to ſay, in the prefence of his excellency the count de Guerchy, ambaſ- 
ſador from the king my maſter. 


He has the honour to repeat to his excellence, the aſſurances of his moſt 
fincere and reſpectful attachment. 


, October 27, 1703. = Midnight, 
TO T EE” - 


ö Frenchmen, lately DENT in London, having ſtudiouſly ſpread 
a report, that Mr. D' Eon never ſerved in the army; and, with the ſame 
malignant ſpirit, have inſinuated, that Mr. Carlet de la Roziere, his rela- 
tion, was only a geographical engineer. Mr. D'Eon is under a neceſſity. 
to publiſh the following papers, and would have given here a great many. 5 
more, if he could have foreſeen the wickedneſs of theſe men in all its 5 
extent. 


T1. A certificate from the marſhal and the count de "EY 


of F ' Ve * - wubex; 
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II. An order from marſhal de Broglio, to the count de Guerchy. 


III. A note from the count de Broglio to the count de Guerchy. O 
ber 7, 1761. 


IV; bn 


IV. The reception of Mr. D'Eon into the royal and military order of St. 
WI e . e . FI, 1 
V. A memoir of Mr. Carlet de la Roziere. 
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rar. 
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VICTOR Francis, duke of Broglio, prince of the holy em- 
pire, marſhal of France, knight of the orders of the king, com- 
mander in Alſace, governor of the city and caſtle of Bethunes, and 
commander of the French army on the Upper Rhine. | 


AND 


Charles count of Broglio, knight of the orders of the TY lieute- 
nant general of his armies, and quarter-maſter general of that of the 


Upper Rhine. 


E certify that Mr. D'Eon de Beaumont, captain to the regiment 
read of Autichamp dragoons, before Caraman, hath ſerved under our 
fime & Orders in quality of our aid de camp ; that during the whole current cam- 

Z pagne, we have frequently charged him to carry the generals orders, and 


rela- 

effity that on many IO, he has given proof of the greateſt Judgment, and 

many ; of the greateſt: courage particularly at Hoxter, in executing in the night, 
aa nd under the fire of thi enemy, the dangerous commiſſion of the evacua- 


Il its 
tion of the powder, and other effects of the king; at the reconnoitring, 


and at the battle of Ultrop, where he was wounded in the thigh, and near 

Oſterwich, where being ſecond captain of a troop of four and twenty dra- 

goons, under the orders of Mr. de St. Victor, commander of the volun- 

dteeers of the army; he made ſuch a proper attack, and with ſuch reſolution, 

O. on a battalion of Pruffians de Rh&es, that they were made priſoners of 
war, notwithſtanding the great ſuperiority of the enemy, 


Tn 


05 

In proof of which, we have given him this preſent certificate, ſigned 
with our hand, counterſigned by our _— and have hereunto oY the 
ſeal of our arms. | 


F 


SOA a0 roo i ME e 
Done at Caſſel 24. 1 pts 3. 
| (L. 8.) The marſhal duke de Broglio. 
(L. S.) The count de Broglio. 


by Mr. Drouet. 
eee eee 


Mr. D Eon 8 Re mark. 


OUGHT to declare lore, as 1 ag to my general, that the ſucceſs of 

I this little enterpriſe, was principally due to the chevalier de la Tully, 

and to Mr. Caſette, The firſt captain -of the dragoons de la Ferronage, 

{ and the ſecond ſenior lieutenant of the dragoons of Autichamp, before Cura- 

man; officers whoſe military abilities are well known to their regiments 
| and to the army. 


FI 
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Orders of the General. 


HE marſhal delires the count de Guerchy to * to be an im- 

mediately by all the brigades of infantry, which are on the right 
kind bank of the river Veſer, four hundred thouſand cartouches, who ol 
there find a great magazine of artillery, they muſt be diſtributed where 
Mr, D' Eon who carries this billet will conduCt them. 


Done at Hoeſler, 19 Auguſt 1767. 
Signed, Count Broglio. 
P. S. It will be proper to take a major officer with Mr. D'Eon, to make 
this diſtribution to the troops under your command. A 


3 


n me 
Das Sab U 0 S 
A Note from the Count de Broglio to Marſhal Broglio. 


0 0 Near the village of Meintoſs, in the range of the Mountains; from the. 
1 camp , Eimbeck, this 7th of November, 1761. 


N coming near the village of Eime, I found the Marquis de Loſtanges, 
I who, with the carabiniers of the cavalry and the troops which he had 
with him, watched that night the deſign of the advanced poſts of the Engliſh, 
which he ſuppoſed to he their rear-guard. I there joined with Mr. 
eſpies and the fix battalions of grenadiers. We together, made the diſ- 
poſition to attack this pretended rear-guard ; we puſhed it to the village 
of Meintoſs. Mr. de Loſtanges, who commanded the column of the 
Fight, perceived firſt 'the camp of the enemy of two lines, marking the 
. of Vikenſen and of Kapelagen to the riſing ground of F wroul ; this 
thade us give up our project. 

As it was already late and the days were ſhort, we took reſolution to 
heat a retreat. I ſent Mr. D' Eon to make the Swifs and the grenadiers 
of de Champagne retire ; the Scotch Highlanders being lodged in the 
wood under the fide of the mountains fem whence they Sealy i 1ncom- 
moded us. 

I ſhall add no more becauſe Mr. D'Eon, who will bring you this, will 
give an account by word of mouth, of all that paſſed in this attack. I 
mall diſpatch him imvegiately, that he may ſeck, and find you l it 
15 quite night. | 


Signed, Count de Broglio. 


% 


? 
= e NOTE. 


TR. P Eon, for the truth of this, refers. to my Ld general Granby, 
42 beloved and reſpected as well by the French as the Englith. - 
This note, of the count de Broglio, was written by Mr. D'Eon upon 


. te back of a captain of cuiraſſiers at the head of the grenadicrs of the 


1 fas s regiment of infantry, of which the count de Guerchy is lieutenant- 


B "M0 $ * 
1 Sa 
_— * 
1 Y ba 
N 
- > « 
* Es 5 
1 


, 
— reer 


"1 
* - 
< *D 
XD 
2 "34 


general ; there were a good many grenadiers of this regiment killed bj 
the fire of. the Engliſh muſquetry and cannon. Mr..D'Eon found greu | 


difliculty in making the Swiſs and grenadiers de Champagne retire, wh j 


would not entirely ceaſe firing, and who were near to the Engliſh camp. 


Fan St. 3 
EWIS, Julius, Barbon, Mazarini, Mancini, Duke de Nevernois and 


Doujois, Peer of France, and Grandee of Spain of the firſt claſs, | 


noble Venetian, Roman Baron, Prince of the Holy Empire, Knight of 
the King's Orders, and his Ambaſſador ene and Plenipotentiary 
to the King of Great-Britain. 


In obedience to the King' s letter, addreſſed to me, Written at Ver- 
ſailles, the 2oth of March, 1763, ſigned Lovis, and a little lower by 


the Duke de Choiſeul, by which his ſacred Majeſty hath appointed and 
commiſſioned us, in his name, to receive and admit to the dignity of 2 
knight of the royal and military order of St. Lewis, the noble Charles 
Genevieve, Lewis, Auguſtus, Andrew, Timotheus D'Eon de Beaumont, i 


captain of the regiment of dragoons d'Autichamp, ſenior aide de camp ol 


the Marſhal Duke and the Count de Broglio, royal licenſer of hiſtory and 
belles- lettres, before envoy with the chevalier Douglas to Ruſſia for the re- 
union of the two courts, and afterwards firſt ſecretary to the embaſly from 


France to her Majeſty Elizabeth, Empreſs of all the Ruſſias, alſo firſt ſe- 
cretary to the embaſly extraordinary that it pleaſed the King to intruſt to 


us for treating of a peace with the court of London, and now miniſter 
reſident from the King to his facred Majeſty the King of Great Britain. 


A letter ſigned by the ſaid Duke de Choiſeul of the ſame date N?. 34 ad- 1 
dreſſed to us, imports that his ſacred Majeſty being informed that Mr. 
D'Eon having been choſen (even by the King of Great Britain) to carry bh 


from the court of London, the ratifications of the definitive treaty of peace; 


he hath ſhewed himſelf diſpoſed to grant to him the rank of a knight in 4 


- © * 
„ 
. ox 
n 


the royal and military order of St. Lewis, of which he hath thought him x 
capable, as well on account of his military ſervices, which have been ye 8 
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led ol conſpicuous? i in the German war; as alſo by his political ſervices at the 
1 gre: | court of Ruſlia, and that this favour ought to be the more Pleaſing to the 
__—_— Sieur D'Eon, as it is a very particular mark of his Majeſty's approbation of 
mp. his zeal and abilities. 

| In another letter ſigned by the ſaid Duke de Choiſeul, alſo addreſſed to 
S2 us, written at Verſailles, the 21ſt of March 1763, containing, that the 

- » . King being very willing to receive the Sieur D' Eon as a knight of St. 
rder Lewis, hath ſent us the croſs and the order of his ſacred Majeſty, which 
' =? we wanted to confer on him; and defiring us to inform him the day when 
: he ſhould take the oath at our hands, and deliver to him our certificate. 
is and Which letters of his ſacred Majeſty, and of the Duke de Choiſeul, were 
claſs, 4 brought us by the ſaid Sieur D' Eon, at his return from his miſſion from 
ght o the preſent court of London to that of France, and by him preſented 


ntlary to us. 

And have ſeen another letter of his facred Majeſty, written at Verſailles 
' the ſaid 20th of March 1763, figned Louis, and a little lower, the Duke 
1 de Choiſeul addreſſed to the ſaid Sieur D'Eon, containing adviſe that he 
and H had given him the nomination to the ſaid order, and commiſſioned us in 
of 2 his name to receive and admit him to the faid dignity. . 


Ver- ; 
er by } 


barles 1 And another letter from the ſaid Duke de Choileol, dated at Verſailles 
nant, the 20th of March 1763 ; alſo addreſſed to the ſaid Sieur D' Eon containing, 
7 ol 1 that upon the account which had been made to his Majeſty, that he had 

and been choſen to carry from the court of London, the ratifications of the de- 
i finitive treaty ; his ſacred Majeſty had ſhewn himſelf diſpoſed to render 
from bim ſome favour, that to this purpoſe there had been repreſented: his mi- 


ſt ſe- 1 litary ſervices, and thoſe which he had done in the political part, as well 

ſt 10 at the court of Ruſſia as at that of London in our negociation, and that 

uſter he had given ſuch ſatisfaction in all reſpects, that he was granted the 
> rank of a knight of the royal and military order of St. Lewis, although he 


ad- | f had not ſerved the number of years preſcribed by the laws to be capable 
Mr. NH of that favour, that he with pleaſure gave him advice of it, and that he 
arty ought to be aſſured he no longer left him ignorant of the proof which the 


king continued to give of his zeal and abilities for the good ſervice of his 
Majeſty. 


We 


. 0 30) 
We have this day, for, and in the name of, tlie King at our palace, 
near St. James's palace, adminiſtered and received the oath uſually and 
cuſtomarily taken by perſons admitted to the dignity of a knight of the 
royal and military order of St. Lewis, and have given the accolade* to the 
ſaid noble Charles, Genevieve, Lewis, Auguſtus, Andrew, Timotheus, 
D' Eon de Beaumont. In teſtimony whereof,” we have executed and de- 
tivered, in obedience to the will of his ſacred Majeſty, the preſent cer- 
tificate which we have ſigned with our ſeal manual, counter- ſigned by 
our — ſecretary, and have put to it the common ſeal of our arms. 


Done at London the 3oth of March, 1763. 


Signed, Duke de Nevernois, 
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And a little lower, by his Excellency, 4 
Signed, Moreau. 
© 8 8 8 9 8 88 8 98 8g 8 0\g8&88g g ec H  S 9&9 9 a5 


Memoirs of Mr. Carlet de la Roziere. ; 


HE Sieur de la Roziere would never have been induced to ſpeak 

of his family and ſervices, if the reports which have been ſpread 
againſt him, and which are ſtill current, had not obliged him to it. 
As they have been an obſticle to his advancement (for it is to this he 
muſt attribute the treatment that he has experienced) his filence might 
ſeem to authoriſe thoſe imputations, which envy and malice have not A 
failed to load him with. Deſcended through two hundred years from 9 
zealous ſervants of the King, the Sieur Carlet de la Roziere was born to 5 
arrive at all thoſe military honours, to which a French gentleman has 
a right to aſpire. His father, chevalier of the royal and military order 
of St. Lewis, ſenior captain of de Conty infantry, is now commander 
for his Majeſty of Courgain at Calais. He ſurvived his two brothers, 
one a captain of horſe killed in the campaigns of 1733 and 1734; the 


other 
by The accolade, is dubbing of a knight, or the ceremony of clipping and calling uſed therein, 
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Teer Knight of the royal add military order of St. Lewis, dab-biigadize: 

” of engineers, died inthe army of the Upper Rhine) in 1564. 
His grandfather was alſo knight of che royal and military order of 

St. Lewis, and ſenior captain of horſe in the ſame regiment of Conty, 


died in 1744 at Neuf-Briſack, aged 86 * covered with ei ghtees 


wounds. 

His grandfather enfeebled by age and his ſervices, had for his recom- 
pence and retreat, a penſion from Lewis XIV. 

If the reſult of this ſhort account, that the patetnal original of the sieut 
Carlet de la Roſiere, eflentially deſtined him for the ſervice, he will not 
be leſs able to demonſtrate that on his mother's fide he has the ſame en- 


gagement to fill; it is ſufficient to ſay his mother is the only daughter 


of the Sieur du Cormier, a gentleman of Bourgogne, knight of the royal 
and military ordet of St. Lewis, captain in the regiment of Picmont | ca- 
valry. | 

Himſelf was born in 1733, Was a volunteer ſo ſoon as in 1744, in the 


regiment of Conty infamry, in company of his father. In 1747 he 


entered into the regiment Touraine, in quality of lieutenant, and was put 


upon halt=pay two years after. In 1751 he became engineer- volunteer, 
and the following year engineer and enſign in the companies of marines 
ſent to the ifle of France. Upon the return to Europe he was in 1757 


aide · de- camp to count de Revel, quarter-maſter general to the army of 
Soubiſe in Germany. Mr. de Revel having been killed at Reſbacł, the 


Sieur de la Rofiere became aide- de- camp to the duke de Broglio, brother 


of this officer, and continued to acquit himſelf of this employment with 
ſo much diligence and ſucceſs, that he obtained a commiſſion of captain 
of dragoons on occaſion of the affair of Sander ſhanſen. At length he was 
preferred to the degree of aid-quarter-maſter general of the army on the 
Upper Rhine, which he continued to execute the laſt two campaigns of 
1761, and 1762. | 

Bince the Sieur de la Roſiere's being i in the kings ſervice, he has been 
in ten battles, four affairs of poſts, and in more than fifteen ſkirmiſhes, 
ſome of which were very dangerous. He hath beſides commanded. in 


milny demahmente of three or four hundred men, with whom he hath 
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executed in commiſſions; and always gained ſome advantages over 


the enemy. He ſas forth with the greater confidence this ſtate of 
his fervices as tithe marſhals the -marquis de. Caftries, and the chevalier de 


Muy have readily aſſiſted to obtain the croſs of the royal and military order 


of St. Lewis, which, he hath at laſt received, in the month of July, 176 3+. 

Having been engaged by his ſtation and inclination theſe twenty years, in 
exery thing that might inſtruct and form a military man; the Sieur de la 
Roſire thought it his duty to apply him chiefly to drawing, and geography; 
two things equally neceſſary for reading hiſtory with advantage, and to ac- 
quire the 'coup dai of war. It is known that every officer deſtitute of 
topographical knowledge, can but be moderately knowing in the grand 


operations, and even in the leſs particulars, of war. Indeed if Guſtavus 


Adolphus, the Turennes, the Condes, and all the illuſtrious generals of 
the laſt century; and if in our times, marſhal Saxe, the king of Pruſſia, 
Pane r duke Ferdinand of Brunſwick, and marſhal de Broglio; if, 


I ſay, 
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Not to mention the commiſſions that marſhal de Broglio entruſted: to the Sieur de la Roſiere, 
ſince all the time of this general, he ſhewed him every honour he could defire ; he will content 


himſelf with the relation of two UrcumBances, in which the forgetfulneſs of him very ſenſibly 
a ppeared. . | 


In 1762 he was put 2 at the head of a detachment to Wale the enemy on the left of the army; 


be was afterwards appointed to ſecure the paſſing and re- paſſing of the curriers of the 


marſhals, and of the mail to Hirſchfeld, and to maintain a correſpondence with that town. 

"The circumſtances of this campaign were very intereſting ; the enemies parties were ſpread 
over the country, yet this officer fulfilled his commiſſion in every point, from the tenth to the 
nineteenth of Auguſt, He knows that the marquis de Caſtries, lieutenant general, and the 


count de Narbonne Pelet, brigadier, under whoſe orders he acted; gave the moſt flattering 


teſtimonies of his conduct on this occaſion ; by what. femity then was ſo little done in this 
caſe that ſhould have made him happy? 


In the ſame campaign he was thought to have ſerved with as much zeal as his comerades at 


the affair d'Amoenenbourg; at leaſt he had ſuch affurance in the teſtimonies of the marquis de 


Caſtries, and the count de Sẽgur, who ſucceeded to the command; yet as if it was deſigned to 


deſpite his ſervices, he was not only forgot in the ſtate of the eee that the marſhal d' Eſtrẽées 


and de Soubiſe demanded, and which were all granted to them; but, what was more afflicting 


to him, he was not even among thoſe who received the praiſes by letters written on the part of 
the king, by the marſhals. 


FTheſe deſigned forgetfulneſſes, did not 998 to proceed W thoſe 8 prejudices 


| which malice had already given of his original, as in that caſe, his ſervices would have 


been forgotten, 


( 33)) 
I fay, all theſe great men had not been perfectly inſtructed in the topogra- 


phy of thoſe countries, in which they conducted the war; would any of 
de 1 them have acted with ſo much ſuperiority ? as misfortunes finally happen 
er in every time of war, from the want of the knowledge of the country 

3. It̃t is no wonder then, that by his continual ce e and by the ad- 
in vantage of ſeveral journeys, the Sieur Carlet de la Roſiere, ſhould have at- 


rer * 
of 


la tained to a point of knowledge in charts, and to be able to draw thein him- 
3 | elf. Thoſe that he hath publiſhed, and eſpecially thoſe of one part of the 


— ® theatre of the war in Germany in four large ſheets, are very uſeful for ge- 
of C nerals, and their approbations united with thoſe of almoſt all the academies 
d of Europe, ſufficiently prove the utility of the work. Could it then have 


us been ſuſpected, that ſuch an uſeful employment ſo connected with his mi- 
of litary labours, could have become the foundation of the moſt malicious im- 
a, putations. 1 1 'T 1 — 1 4 
f, They have not been afraid to report : at court, and every — that from 
„ 1 a mean attendant on marſhal de Broglio, _ he at length became his map- 
© z drawer. The Sieur Carlet de la Roſiere, a ſoldier from his infancy, and 
re by his fore-fathers, needed not theſe. different degrees to arrive at e the o- 
6 XF tection of his general. | 
y B What theſe envious perſons have. the advantage of 83 is ſo much 
credited, that he thought he could not diſpenſe with ſpeaking of himſelf 
5 4 for once, by giving this ſtate of his ſervices, capable of refuting, or ſtopping 
F the mouths of thoſe who. would fill pure by FEpuration. 
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B Way of DECLARATION. 


| November 500 F 76 2. 
T* 11 E Sieur 6 Vane by his note of 4 priiphides 1 proviſes me i 
kneeling, the 27th of October, a quarter aftet ten in the morning, . 
chat he would bring between the 1 5th and z oth of November at the lateſt, 
good lettets of recommendation from perfors in this place, at Paris, or at 
Verſailles. Inſtead of keeping this obligatory ptomiſe, the Sieur de Ve 3 
publiſhed on the 16th, a letter to Mr. de la Ecuyer, but a ptinted lettet . 
is often no more than a letter of recommendation to the Pill y; In this letter A 
we learn, for the firſt time, that he calls himſelf TreyſJac de Pergy, without 955 . 
any thing being ſaid of the place of tis birth; but only, that Be is known in 
France by theſe numbi, that he Bas Put them! af the bead of ſeveral wort; 
That he is well known at Paris by his love for the Belles-Lettres, and of i e. '% 
nous people. 7 
As for myſelf, who am alſo a little known in France, not by my love, 
but by my culture of letters, I here inform him, that notwithſtanding my 4 
office of licenſer of hiſtory and belle-letters, I never knew the Sieur 
Treyſſac de Vergy nor his works. I ought however to acknowledge, tha 1 i 
I was informed, when he had been here ten days, that he claimed a lite 
pamphlet, intituled, Les Uſages, or Cuſtoms. | 
 Tfhe is the author of it, it muſt be in my capacity of captain of dragons 
that I give him a hint of a ſupplement, in acquainting him, that among 
honeſt people, it is an zſage, or cuſtom, of the world to keep their word ol * 


honour. If he has forgot this chapter in his treatiſe of cuſtoms, it is nd | 
my fault. + 


| (35) 


There is however a greater appearance that the cuſtom of the Sieur de 
ergy is to forget his promiſe, notwithſtanding the time that I granted bim, 


even beyond his deſires, by an extreme indulgence. It is now indeed the 


little 


5 


Zoth of November, the laſt day of the month, and he hath not yet produ- 
ced his letters of recommendation. 7 


I have full power, and I think myſelf under a neceſſity, to fore- 
rarn all merchants, and other perſons in London, who give credit, 
at Mr. Monin, ſecretary of commands to the prince of Conty, 


Za. friend of count de Guerchy's, and living with him at e eee. 


ho came to ſee me on Monday the 28th of November in the morn- 


ing, declared to me, That according to ſeveral letters from Paris, that 
the count de Guerchy had received, eſpecially from the duke de Nivernois, 
and according to thoſe that he himſelf had received, and particularly from 
9 he Sieur Robin, bookſeller at the royal palace; the Sieur Treyſſac de Vergy 
vas well known at the police and chatelet of Paris, that he was ſet down 
In the grand regiſter, marked in red, for a great gameſter, a libertine, and 
. L harper ; that he was proſecuted at Paris by his creditors ; that he ha d 
: 3 been drove out of the houſe of madam de Villeroy, from that of Mr. Dar- 
gental, and from ſeveral others; that the Sieur Robin had in particular 
¶ proſecuted him, for having cheated him out of ſome books and money, un- 
der a pretence that he would furniſh him with ſome manuſcripts, which 
he no more brought than his letters of recommendation: theſe are very like 
my the cuſtoms of the Sieur Treyſſac de Vergy. He knows he muſt diſpute no 
Sieu when the Sieur Treyſſac de Vergy comes to bring, and to deliver into my 
tha 5 wn hands the letters of recommendation that he expects, I promiſe him, 
Mat whatever may be my titles or privileges, I will uſe no other cuſtom to- 
Fards him, than that of a plain dragoon on foot, or on horſeback. Thus far, 


have I think, been able to conſider him as an adventurer, deſerving even 


ore about cuſtoms than about taſtes and colours ; according to my cuſtoms, 


at the public ſhould be forewarned on his account. Let him try, it he 


ban, how to inform me to difabuſe him 
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To give the greater . to this note, which! is conformable to the 
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* Mr. D*Eon will ſign with a * little E, as ſhall be agrecable to the Pretended 
giſts, wha have come expreſs fr Gaul to diſpute about the E ; they ought to hav begun 
with A. If they had known how to read, they might have had recourſt ta my letters F credit 
as reſident, ſinee miniſter plenipotentiary, they would have ſeen them ſigned LOUIS, and 
that the king my maſter had the goodneſs to grant me the great E. He even granted me the uſe 
of the little e, to render my writing more flowing, becauſe I don't know, how to write e the 
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